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FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley 
has suspended an FBI agent in Wash- 
ington for three weeks without pay 
and given him a disciplinary transfer 
after learning that the agent allegedly 
is living with a woman out of wedlock. 

Kelley sent a personal letter to the 
agent, Jack T. Colwell, saying that he 
was suspended because “you engaged 
in indiscretions which reflect unfavor- 
ably on your moral character and 
which are not in keeping • with the 
high standards expected of employees 
of the FBI. This conduct on your part 
is inexcusable and will not be toler- 
ated by me." 

Colwell included Kelley's letter as 
part of the suit he filed yesterday in 
U.S. District Court in Alexandria 
against the FBI, Kelley and three su- 
pervisors. He is seeking back pay for 
the suspension period, deletion of any 
mention of the dispute from his per- 
sonnel record and permission to stay 
in the FBI’s Washington field office. 

Kelley told Colwell in a second let- 
ter that he was transferring him to 
the FBI’s New York office, effective 
Nov. 1. Cowell’s attorney, Stephen 
Pickard, said that he and Colwell feel 
that the transfer is the result of his 
allegedly living with the woman out 
of wedlock and “is what they’ve done 
to fire him in effect. We feel this is 
what they do to get rid of you.” Pick- 
ard said th'e second Kelley letter “is 
known in the FBI as a disciplinary 
transfer.” 

Colwell was suspended from Sept. 
29 through Oct. 20. “Henceforth you 
are to conduct yourself in such a man- 
ner as to be above reproach so that 
criticism of this nature will not again 
be necessary,” Kelley said in the per- 
sonal letter to Colwell. 

An FBI spokesman said yesterday 
the bureau could not comment on the 
case because it is in litigation. 

Nick F. Starnes, the special agent-in- 
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^;yharge of the FBI Washington field 
"j^Office, who is named as one of the de- 
^iendants in the suit, said in a tele- 
r^gfaone interview, “I don’t see that 
-that’s a matter for The Washington 
^Jkist, an internal situation.” • 
';Y^T;When asked about Colwell’s allega- 
tions, Starnes said, “I’m not disputing 
£-3£at.” But he added, “I’m not going to 
^$0d to your story.” 

S^Colwelli an agent since May 7, 1973, 
^•alleged in his suit that on Sept. 17 he 
called into a meeting with FBI 
^r^dministrative assistant Joseph P. 
^2&ultie Jr. and Erie L. Norton Jr., an 
application supervisor. At the 
^meeting “several accusations of al- 
££ftgcd immoral conduct were made 
^-5S ainst (Colwell) including that he 
V-Avas living with a woman not his wife 
•/* Colwell’s suit alleges. 

.£> Pickard said Colwell is separated 
JJjfeom his wife, but is not divorced. 
tS * On Sept. 15 Colwell said Shultie 
*,*a«d Norton told him to either leave 
house in Chantilly, which he 
;£hought last year, or have his friend 
4.*lleave, the suit alleges. Pickard would 
C^Sfcither confirm nor deny the allega- 


tion that Colwell is living with a 
woman out of wedlock. 

On Sept. : 29, Colwell received the 
letter from Kelley and a notice of the 
transfer, the suit alleged. 

Coldwell appealed the decision to 
Kelley on Oct. 7, but his appeal was 
denied, the suit states. 

Starnes said that the FBI follows a 
code of conduct for all Justice Depart- 
ment employees. 

The code specifically covers conflict 
of interest, fiancial disclosure, im- 


proper use of entertainment, and 
other forms of conduct such as a ban 
on accepting free gifts and entertain- 
ment. 

One section, titled “Conduct Preju- 
dicial to the Government,” states that 
“no employee shall engage in crimi- 
nal, infamous, dishonest, immoral or 
nortoriously disgraceful conduct or 
other conduct prejudicial to the gov- 
ernment” 

Another portion of the code states 


that ‘‘any person in government serv- 
ice should: put loyalty to the highest 
moral principles and to the country 
above loyalty to persons, party or gov- 
ernment department.” 

There is no specific section on im- 
proper sexual conduct. 

Colwell claimed in his suit that his 
“conduct is neither immoral under 
current standards nor disrespective of 
the high standard of conduct expected 
by the FBI ...” 


